SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITORS #2
TOPIC: Illegal Passing

To The Editor:

National School Bus Safety Week is October 17-21, 2011.  

The yellow school bus is an icon in our society.  Yet every day, over 50,000 motorists illegally pass school buses that are stopped with red flashing lights engaged as they stop to pick up or drop off our school children.

As a school transportation supervisor and a member of the New York Association for Pupil Transportation, I am alarmed at the number of illegal passes that occur across our state and in our own district.  Despite our best efforts with local police and law enforcement agencies, the problem continues and is worsened by the fact that motorists are passing on the passenger or curb side of the school bus in increasing numbers.

State Law requires that ALL motorists in ALL directions on ALL roads come to a complete stop when approaching a school bus with its red lights flashing. The school bus in these instances is like a traffic control device, not unlike the familiar Stop light at intersections.  When the lights are red, we are all supposed to stop and be alert for children approaching or leaving the school bus.

Illegal passing injures numerous children each year and we have had several fatalities caused by motorists driving past a stopped school bus.  This cannot continue.  We fear that we will lose or injure more children if this problem is not resolved.

It’s time to START STOPPING!  We urge all motorists during the School Bus Safety Week to remember the law and, most of all, to remember the children and STOP when you see those red lights flashing!

Sincerely,

Your Name and Title and District

